
Property History Resources 
���  

WHAT?

Architectural Styles - www.ontarioarchitecture.ca/
Styles.html

Architect Biographies - http://
www.dictionaryofarchitectsincanada.org

Ontario Heritage Trust - https://
www.heritagetrust.on.ca/en/places-of-worship/places-
of-worship-database/architecture 

WHERE? 
Maps - Look for maps from different eras at archives, 
particularly Belden township atlases created in the 1870s - 
available online - https://digital.library.mcgill.ca/countyatlas/
searchmapframes.php (takes you to Bruce County atlas images) 

County GIS Maps - go to the County website. In Bruce 
County, search Bruce County GIS maps or go to Interactive 
Maps - https://brucecounty.on.ca/maps 

Hint: Due to security upgrades, your first visit to this website 
should be Mon-Fri 9-5pm, so you can access help using the GIS 
mapping features. 
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This may work, depending on upgrades. 

1. Click on Launch Program

2. Click on Public Maps, at bottom of the page

3. Good place to start - I want to ... menu (it’s in blue). Click on 
it.

4. Click on Find Property Parcel by ... civic address, Roll No., 
Lot, Concession or Legal Text ... 

You can search by the street address (civic address), the  
concession and lot number or ... 

Or use the map if you know about where the house is located. 
Just click on the area on the map the house is and zoom in on it 
using the + and - buttons. 

You can also access aerial photos of the property/area taken 3 
separate years. 

This resource will give you the street address, lot #, concession 
#, municipality, assessment roll # - plus a lot more. Other 
counties, like Grey and Huron has similar GIS or GPS maps. 
Definitely worth exploring.

Land Records - https://www.onland.ca/ui/ 
Go to Menu (top right corner), click and select Historical Books
It will ask you which Registry Office you want - you can enter 
the municipality you are looking for here, on the drop down 
menu. 

https://www.onland.ca/ui/


Local history books - Look for local history books for the 
municipality (source municipal office/archives), the county, the 
city. Some have been digitized, many have not. 

Bruce County Library - local history books, local 
Tweedsmuir Histories, cemetery records, microfilms and 
microfilm readers in some branch, online resources like access 
to Ancestry.ca

Local museums & archives - provide online & in-person 
research help and resources. 

Bruce County - https://www.brucemuseum.ca/research/ 

Grey County - https://greyroots.com 

Huron County - https://www.huroncountymuseum.ca/virtual- 

Local old newspapers - For old small town newspapers 
1800s-1900s, check the front page (page1 and 2) and the 2nd 
last and last page of old newspapers. Middle section often has 
international, national and provincial news and advertisers. 

Look for births, deaths, marriages columns & articles. Building 
info is often mentioned on the front page or in the “gossip” 
columns. 

https://www.brucemuseum.ca/research/useful-links/ 
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https://www.huroncountymuseum.ca/digitized-newspapers/  
Note: early Huron County papers, like Goderich and Seaforth 
newspapers carried Bruce County news articles.

Canada Census - taken every 10 years since 1851 - https://
www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/census/Pages/census.aspx - gives family 
names, age, relationship, occupation of each household. 1861 & 
1891 census has info on the houses (1891 census in left column 
- W 2/7 = 2 storey wood house with 7 rooms) 

Local Directories - digitized copies at Library and Archives 
Canada and Internet Archives

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca 

http://archive.org/search.php?query=publishing%20directory
%20grey%20simcoe 

Women’s Institute Tweedsmuir books - http://
collections.fwio.on.ca/search - rarely have an index, but are 
great to find birth, death, marriage and local building histories. 

Family History - ancestry.ca (available for free at Bruce 
County Library) 

Pier 21 online resources - https://pier21.ca/research and 
https://pier21.ca/explore for information on family immigration 
experiences. 
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Library and Archives Canada - https://www.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx 

Library and Archives Canada has an increasing number of 
digitized resources available for those doing historical research. 
They also have information about the historical periods in which 
family members lived.

WW1 & WW2 - https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/
military-heritage/Pages/military-heritage.aspx - The 
information in the attestation records of those who enlisted also 
have parents’ name and birthplaces. Service records provide a 
lot of information to sift through. 

Ontario Archives - http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/
index.aspx 

Many historical records for Ontario are now freely available at 
the Ontario Archives, through FamilySearch International. The 
Ontario Archives also has photo collections and digital exhibits 
that may help you find information on homes and ancestors. 
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