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Upcoming Meetings and Other Events

Date: Tuesday, April 7, 2020 @ 7 pm
Place: Bruce County Museum and Cultural Centre

Date:
Place:
Topic:
Presenter:
Date:
Place:
Topic:
Presenter:

Topic: FREE Introduction to Family History

March 9, 2020 @ 7 pm
In home WEBINAR
Tragedies, Disasters and
Disease in Canadian History
Kathryn Lake Hogan

Date: April 14 to May 26 @ 7 pm (Tuesdays)
Place: Bruce County Museum and Cultural Centre
Topic: History and Genealogy Workshop

April 20, 2020 @ 7 pm
Bruce County Museum and
Cultural Centre
The Secrets of Radar Museum
Maya Hirschman
Radar Museum, London, ON

Cost:

$75
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The lives of McDonald children are yet not fully
documented. Neil married Margaret McPhail
and took over the Kinloss homestead until
selling it in 1903 and retiring in Lucknow, ON.
It is unclear whether they any children but the
combined headstone with Neil’s parents
suggests they may have.
There are no
confirmed records of Murdoch after the age of
25 although the 1891 census has a Murdoch and
Christina McDonald in Huron Twp with several
children that may be him. Angus McDonald
appears to have immigrated to the US in 1872,
then returned to Manitoba in 1888 to marry Jane
McFarlane’s younger sister, Euphemia, in
Carberry, MB. The two returned to live in
Wisconsin. The youngest, Margaret, was
married to John Smith and possibly remarried to
Donald McKay.

A Highland/Lowland Love Story
submitted by Patrick Lengyel
My Bruce County genealogical tree has at its
core a highland/lowland love story, possibly
two. My Scottish ancestry descends from two
sets of GGG grandparents that homesteaded in
Bruce and Huron Counties in the 1800’s.
Angus McDonald and Catherine McLeod
immigrated to Canada in 1855 and were living
in Huron Twp in the 1861 census. They took
possession of their homestead on Concession
3, Lot 16 in 1870 in adjacent Kinloss Twp in
1870. Their first two children, John & Neil,
were born in Scotland. Neil would have been
less than a year old upon arrival in Canada.
Their next three children, Murdoch, Angus
and Margaret, were born in Huron Twp, Bruce
Co. Both Angus & Catherine lived on the
homestead into the 1890’s and are interred at
Kinloss South cemetery.

The McFarlane children are much better
documented, with several residing in Manitoba
and a few moving west once more to
Saskatchewan and British Columbia.

Thomas McFarlane arrived in Canada from
Lanarkshire in 1846. In 1955 he married
Margaret Jane Stevenson and they resided in
her home town of Maryborough, ON. By
1871, they lived on Concession 13, Lot 29
East in East Wawanosh Twp, approximately
2km south of Kinloss Twp. Their first three
children, Jane, Alexander & Hannah were
born in Maryborough and their remaining five
children, Margaret, Louis, Euphemia, Agnes
& Daniel were born in East Wawanosh Twp.
The two homesteads were approximately 10
km apart. Angus & Catherine’s eldest child,
John, married Thomas & Margaret’s eldest
child, Jane, in 1877 at St Helens, ON. By
1880, the McFarlane family moved again, this
time to Carberry, MB and John & Jane
McDonald went with them. In 1889, they
moved a second time to their own homestead
in Dauphin, MB where they raised their seven
children, including their eldest son, Thomas
Earle, my great-grandfather.
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Members of the ”Clippers” who create
the Surname Collection gathered for a
luncheon recently at Allen’s Fireside
Grill, hosted by BCGS’s President,
Glenys Johnson.

If you have any old scrapbooks full
of newspaper clippings the Bruce
County Genealogy Society clippers
would be happy to copy the articles
and return the scrapbooks to you.
BCGS accepts “pre 1950" Bruce
County newspaper clippings of
births, marriages, deaths for their
surname collection.
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cared for by the church and the descendants of
the ancestors that are buried there. A
Memorial Cairn, listing the names of all those
buried in the cemetery, was built and
dedicated in 1967.
Behind the church is one of the oldest
church sheds (built in 1910) that once
sheltered the horses used by parishioners.
Trees had to be felled, no chainsaws then, logs
had to be split and shaped by hand. Some of
the beams are 55 ft. long and a foot square
with the original tool marks on them. Today
it is being used as a shelter for hay bundles.
The Church came close to closing its
doors twice before. The first time was in the
1960's when there were fewer young people
and therefore, fewer young families. The
second time was in 1985, when structural
improvements were needed. The congregation
made a decision to support the improvements
and carry on. Sadly, Mt. Hope has reached the
end of a era and closed its doors after the
Christmas Eve Service 2019. A final service
will be held June 28, 2020 at 2 pm. All are
welcome to the little country Church.

Mt. Hope United Church:
The End of an Era
submitted by Shirley Moulton
When Arran Township was opened for
sale, pioneers moved in to claim the rich soil,
with many settling around Mount Hope.
Although their log houses were small they
were gladly opened for worship service until
a place for worship could be erected.
Mt. Hope United Church is one of the
oldest churches in the region, located at the
corner of Concession 2 and Sideroad 10 in
Arran Township, known originally as Briggs
Corner, named after the Briggs family that
owned the property.
The original church was a log
structure, situated across the road directly east
of the present church. It was then known as
Alma Methodist Church. This church was
chinked and plastered and the floor and seats
were constructed of rough plank. The church
had no organ but had a choir on special
occasions. Samuel Peacock led the singing of
the hymns for many years.
In 1871, one acre of Lot 10,
Concession 2, was bought from John and Ann
Galbraith for $60.00, and the present church
was built by James Williscroft. When the
church was built, the minister suggested the
name because it was situated on a small
mound and the pioneers had great hope for the
future.
During the 1880's and 90's a lot of
people lived in this area. The farms were
small and there was a family on every farm.
Three services were held on Sunday, Church
in the morning around 10, Sunday School at 3
pm and an evening service.
Once affiliated with churches in
Dobbinton and Centenary, Mt Hope became
part of the charge with Southampton United
Church in 1960.
Unlike most cemeteries that are cared
for by municipalities, Mt. Hope Cemetery is

There’s a wee church on the corner
Tween the ten and second line
It’s not like the city churches
But to worship here is fine.
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My Ancestor was...

Thomas O’Hagan
submitted by Joseph O’Hagan
Thomas O’Hagan was born in the Gore of
Toronto, March 6th, 1852 and moved to his
pioneer home in “The Queens Bush” as a
“Babe in Arms”. He was the youngest child
of John O’Hagan and Bridget O’Reilly from
County Kerry. He had three brothers, Eugene,
Patrick and John, with one sister Annie.The
O’Hagan farm was on the corner of the “B”
Line and the 8th Concession in Elderslie
Township where his father John O’Hagan had
purchased 50 acres in 1853.
Young Thomas began his life of study
at the first log school, the Lockerby School
near Paisley. He went on to St. Michaels
College in Toronto.
He carried the degrees of many
Universities: M.A., Ph.D., Litt.D., and LL.D.,
and had taken post-graduate courses in famous
centres of learning in France, Belgium,
Germany and Switzerland. Five languages
were at his command.
Thomas authored many books of prose
and poetry. He travelled the world and
lectured at many universities throughout
Europe and North America.
He continued to return to Bruce
County many times during his lifetime to visit
family and friends. He is buried at St. Mary
Immaculate Cemetery, Chepstow.

Thomas O’Hagan
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If things had been different, I would be
living in Australia and not in Bruce
County!
Submitted by Lolly Fullerton

The Bruce County Genealogical Society
gratefully acknowledges the generosity of
our donors in 2019. . . .
Ruth Banbridge
Douglas Lennox, in memory of Fran Petrie
Catherine Cluley
Patricia Stevens
Dianne J. Ferris Doekes
Ernest Stepan
Anne Judd
Francis Lamont
Anne Goeden, in memory of Helen Wuerth
Donald Meyer
Susan J. McKenzie
Walter Heathers
Leslie Fullerton, in memory of Helen
Wuerth
Douglas Lennox, in memory of Helen
Wuerth
Leslie Fullerton
Glenys Johnson
Dorne C. Fitzsimmons
Gord MacKay
Bonnie Foster Abel
Rita Greig
Colleen L. Hauswirth
Florence Mackesy
Joyce Howlett
Donna Maine
Heather Ibbotson
Richard A. Brunton
Edith Smith
Patrick Kelly
Barbara Aitken
Allister Campbell
Murray Pletsch
Gerard Walsh
Nora Farnsworth

My ancestor was a convict. Thomas Henson
was born in Potterspury, Northamptonshire,
England on December 23, 1798, the eldest son
of George Henson (1771-1838) and Mary Ann
Tapp (1775-1853). Thomas had five brothers
and three sisters.
Thomas was convicted for stealing a silver
watch and cotton shawl for which he was
sentenced to 14 years in July 1816 but was not
transported to Australia until much later. He
sailed on the Larkins, leaving Portsmouth on
July 24, 1817 and arrived in Port Jackson,
Australia on November 22, 1817 after a
harrowing trip.
I don’t know if he knew he was a father of my
3rd great grandfather. He did remarry in
Australia stating he was a widower and went
on to have some children.
One brother was also a convict sent to
Australia, but he saved his money to bring his
wife over. Two other brothers became
Mormons and went to America to join one of
the wagon trains going to Utah.

News from the Bruce County Archives

By John Christian Schetky http://collections.rmg.co.uk/collections/objec
ts/143723, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php
?curid=62919829

Deb Sturdevant, Archivist
Sue Schlorff, Archival Assistant
Heather Callaghan, Archival Assistant
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(collections.brucemuseum.ca) and use search
phrases such as Churches and Booklets or
Churches and Ripley and Anglican.
Concerning church baptism, marriage
and burial records, some churches continue to
hold those historic records; while many others
have their records housed at their
denomination’s district or provincial archives.
Some of those Archives provide online lists or
search tools enabling researchers to discover
whether the records of baptisms, marriages &
burials are available or open for viewing or
copying. Many denominations apply privacy
legislation to their records and more recent
years may not be publicly accessible. Links to
various denominations’ Archives, and to the
Ontario Archives’ “Sources of Religious
Records in Ontario” are available on the
Museum’s website external resources links
page (brucemuseum.ca).

Religion and Churches
When researching your family’s history, you
may wish to consider exploring your
ancestors’ participation in church and
religious activities. In the Bruce County
Museum’s Research Room, there are books
about the history of every township in Bruce
County. Many of those books contain
chapters on churches, with details about
individual local churches and information
about the perspectives of early settlers on
religion. For example, “All Our Yesterdays:
A History of Culross Township, 1854-1984"
suggests that settlers had “a yearning to
worship as they had in their homeland.
Perhaps this was in part a way of giving
thanks to their Creator for their survival in an
inhospitable land. They also realized the
importance of Christian ethics and morals in
a country where the character and lifestyle of
one’s neighbours was often a determinant in
that same survival (as it still is). Then too,
they enjoyed the social aspect of the regular
church service, when they could exchange
pleasanteries and news items with their
neighbours, whom they rarely saw otherwise.”
Over the years, many churches have
also published books and booklets reviewing
their history, and providing details about
buildings and renovations, ministers, choirs,
ladies’ organizations, young people’s
organizations, Sunday schools, activities,
clergy and the general experiences of church
members. Many include a good selection of
photographs as well. Some of the more
comprehensive books, such as “Living Stones:
An Historical Sketch of Central United
Church, Lion’s Head, Ontario and its
Founding Communions,” include information
about the surrounding community.
It
references 1879 newspaper reports of steamers
“Prince Alfred” and “Wiarton Belle” arriving
with new settlers and loads of household
goods, and mentions other events such as
bushfires and fundraising “tea meetings”.
There are over 125 such books/booklets about
church history in our Collection. To review
the titles and descriptions of such booklets,
visit
Online
Collections

In the Research Room, church records
reference materials include:
•
“Wesleyan Methodist Baptismal
Register, Bruce County, 1843-1898: a
transcript” (prepared jointly by the United
Church of Canada/Victoria University
Archives and the Bruce & Grey Branch,
Ontario Genealogical Society “BGOGS”);
•
Wesleyan Methodist Baptismal
Registers on microfilm
•
St. Luke’s Church, Lurgan, Huron
Township transcript
o
Confirmations, 1905
o
Baptisms, 1846-1920
o
Marriages,1892-1960
o
Burials, 1861-1960
•
Trinity Anglican Church, Wiarton,
Ontario transcripts of
o
Baptisms, 1878-1910
o
Burials, 1885-1948
o
Confirmations, 1885-1939
o
Marriages, 1879-1910
(prepared by BGOGS)
Church buildings were popular scenes for
early post cards as well, many of which may
be viewed online in Online Collections.
Free Admission during Archives Awareness
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Week
Admission to the Research Room will be free
from April 6-9 and 11, 2020 in recognition of
Archives Awareness Week. Spend time
exploring history in the Archives, read a
pioneer journal from the 1850s, WWI diaries,
and even 1900s store ledgers. Did you know
you can flip through area high school
yearbooks that date back as far as 1923! Staff
will be available to answer questions about
research, and the Archivist will be available to
review donations of yearbooks, photographs
and more. Archives Awareness Week is
proudly presented by the Bruce County
Historical Society.

Archives Hours
The Research Room is open Tuesday to
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. On
Saturdays, the Research Room is closed over
the lunch hour from 12 to 1. Please check our
website for holiday hours and call ahead if you
are planning to view items stored in the
archival storage area or to make a donation.
The Bruce County Archives is part of the
Bruce County Museum & Cultural Centre, 33
Victoria Street, Southampton, Ontario,
519-797-2080.
Bruce County Genealogical Society2019
E-m ail: brucecgs@yahoo.ca

Can you identify the person in this picture?
Contact: donnacoffey@rogers.com

https://brucecountygenealogicalsociety.ca/
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Newsletter
The newsletter is published quarterly: February,
May, August, Novem ber. Articles of interest
m ay be subm itted for inclusion and should give
credit to the original source.
New sletter Editor:

Shirley Moulton
763 Brentwood Dr.
Port Elgin, ON
N0H 2C4
(519) 832-3206
E-mail: sm oulton@bm ts.com
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