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How do you find female ancestors when they lived in a world where men left most of the records? 
How can you identify her when she changes her name with every marriage? Let’s explore some 
research strategies that may help you fill out the female half of the tree.  
 
 
One: Find all the records in which you expect to find her. 
It is sometimes tempting to skip a group of records because we already “know” what the record 
contains. When trying to identify a “difficult” ancestor, you must examine all records. 

Ø Birth record (civil and religious) 
Ø Marriage 
Ø Census records – all of them 
Ø Death records and other records associated with her death 

 
 
Two: Find all the records in which you expect to find her husband(s). 
Most records revolve around men. Examining these records can reveal clues about the females 
in his life. 

Ø Land records 
Ø Tax records 
Ø Military and pension records 
Ø Death records and other records associated with his death 

 
 
Three: Find all the records in which you expect to find her children. 
Besides being a wife, our female ancestors’ most common role was that of mother.  
Clues to mom’s identity may be found in records of her children. 

Ø Birth records 
Ø Marriage records 
Ø Death records and other records associated with their deaths 

 
 
Four: Research all of the neighbors and associates. 
Research people who may not be related to you? You bet! Our ancestors did not live in a vacuum. 
Those neighbors and associates might be related. They may hold the key to unlocking identities. 

Ø Who are they? 
Ø Where did they come from? 
Ø Could they be related? 



Don’t forget about published (and unpublished) sources. 
• County histories 
• Family histories 
• Diaries and letters – even if they’re not written by the ancestor 

 

Case Study: Desperately Seeking  
Susan (Tucker) Kelley 
 
Who were Susan’s parents? 
Ø Born 1840 
Ø Married John Kelley, 1863 
Ø Died 1914 
 
Finding the answer should have been easy… 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Because they did not leave as many records as men, women can be more 
difficult to find – but it is not impossible. 

 
Tenacity in finding records and casting a wide net for many subjects are the 

keys to finding female ancestors. 
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