
The Importance of Cemetery Stones in Genealogy Research 
Lolly’s Notes 
Check out our Bruce County Genealogical website. https://brucecountygenealogicalsociety.ca/ 
 On the main page you will see Research with a small arrow. Click the arrow and you’ll find Cemeteries on a list below.  Go to that page, moving 
down you will see : All Bruce County Cemeteries in 2020 – click on the link. This is a pdf file which you can download if you choose.  
There is also a Map of all Bruce County Cemeteries marked with their GPS location. The Cemeteries are listed under townships.  
 
Under this is an excel file where every Bruce County Cemetery is listed.  Click on the BLUE links  to go to GPS Map,  to the Bruce Grey OGS Transcript and 
the different websites for photographs.  

 



 
There are more sites that we list such as these:  
https://brucegrey.ogs.on.ca/free-resources/ An absolutely fabulous resource for us all in this neck of the woods. They also have the same for Grey 
County. 
https://www.findagrave.com/virtual-cemetery/977443   It’s a findagrave site but it’s particularly special.  Under the Saugeen First Nations Section. 
http://carricktownship.tripod.com/id2.html is a list of all cemeteries in Carrick Township 
https://www.ghosttownpix.com/ontario/ One of our cemeteries Vesta lead me to this site.  I think you’ll find it fascinating.  
 
 
Even if you don’t live in Bruce County, you can use these sites to find your relatives.  
https://cemetery.canadagenweb.org/index.html 
https://billiongraves.com/site-map?country=Canada 
https://billiongraves.com/site-map?country=Canada&state=Ontario 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/search?cemetery-name=&cemetery-loc=Canada&only-with-
cemeteries=cemOnly&locationId=country_10&page=1#cem-2474794 
 
Anne Goeden recommends that you order your birth marriage and death certificates from the General Register Office for England and Wales instead of 
Ancestry as it is much less money! 

 
Sylvia Hasbury;s sources 

- Mary MacKay, First Among Firsts, The Storey of Thomas Orchard, a pioneer with determination to be first.  My photo of Samuel Rowe was taken 
from Mary's  book.  She also gave me Census reports for the Rowes for 1861 and 1871. 

- Judy MacKinnon found me a wonderfully clear picture of Samuel and Mary Ann. She found  this picture in an old  newspaper cutting which 
included the photo of  his daughter with her children from his first marriage.( another Mary Ann Rowe) 

- Cemetery Record Book for the Paisley Cemetery, Published by  The Bruce County Genealogical Society. 
- Paths of Paisley 2nd Edition Pub. 2008 by Tara Pasley, Marguerite Caldwell, Bob Cottrill and Lewis Coffman.  
- Ghost Town website – ghosttownpix.com for more info on Orchardville. 
- Google maps street view for the photo of the Central Hotel. 

  



From talk to Bruce Co Gen Soc – July 13th, 2020 
Deb McAuslan, Chair, Huron Co Branch OGS 
 
As genealogy groups we have a common goal – to help people research their families.  Although we represent a specific geographical area – we know 
that families were more concerned with living near their families, having good land to cultivate and/or a thriving town or village to make a living in.  
They wanted a sense of belonging.  Which county or township this was in was not the priority.  So, we find that families near the boundary lines of 
counties went back and forth for multiple reasons – church, family, shopping…just like we do today.  For these reasons, we may need to look beyond 
county lines for our ancestors gravesites.   
 
You can look for information on Huron County cemeteries on our new Huron County Branch website huron.ogs.on.ca 
 
Under Resources you will find our cemeteries 
In the 1980’s 109 cemeteries that were known to have stones were transcribed.  As you scroll down you will see there is a map of the Huron Co 
cemeteries and their GPS locations. 
 
This map was designed on Google maps for people to use, whether on their phones when finding a specific cemetery or from their computer.  You can 
see from the locations that many are located close to the Bruce County border. 
 
Huron County is composed of 16 townships – 5 of which border Bruce County 
 Lucknow, Wingham, Clifford, and Belmore are examples of communities close or on the Huron border.  Many villages from early settlement years 

have disappeared.   
 

 Burials were affiliated with churches primarily.  Whatever church they attended – the minister or priest buried them - often in the church cemetery 
or a cemetery associated with their church.  Some families had family cemeteries. 
 

 South Lochalsh Cemetery on Con 14, Lot 6 in Ashfield township in Huron is a perfect example.  The history that I have read indicates that the 
congregation was in Bruce County and they opened a cemetery.  Whether they ran out of land, I am not sure, but burials then began to be done 
across the road in Huron County.  Same group of people…different counties. 
 

 Lucknow is located on the border of Bruce and Huron.  The churches are located in Bruce Co. yet many of the Families that attended churches are 
buried in Greenwood Cemetery in Huron County. 
 

 Wingham Cemetery is one of our larger cemeteries and although not as close to the border has burials from around the area. 
 
Back to website under cemeteries 



 
This link is for Purchasing a cemetery transcription 
 Last fall we scanned all our cemetery transcriptions and made them available for download from the OGS Marketplace for $5 each.  No matter what 

the size of the cemetery we put a flat fee.  This was a far cry from the price we had asked for a paper copy of a large cemetery like Wingham. 
 
Back to website under cemeteries 
The Cemetery Chart is a work in progress – included is information on each cemetery’s location – both Lot & Con, current address and GPS, along with 
date opened or earliest known death as well as when it was transcribed.  We hope this will help researchers know if the years match the dates they 
might be looking for.  Sometimes the dates on stones are earlier than the opening date as stones and bodies were moved. We are not updating our 
transcriptions as there are many online resources for updated cemetery information. We want to add whether it is open or closed… who has 
responsibility for it currently and any other information that is helpful. 
 
We encourage you to check out our website and if we can be of any assistance, please contact us! 
 
 
 
DEB also sent us a link on photographing stones - https://youtu.be/dyGlVWvGZbs 
 
 
 

 


