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Tip: Don’t reinvent the wheel:  If a family history has been written or is available 
on the internet, start with that. 

Then check all facts. Because some of these older family histories may have been 
written before access to microfilms and the internet was available, they may not 
be accurate.   

 

Tip: Use Meyer’s Gazetteer to help locate towns and nearby churches  

 This is the most important of all German gazetteers. The goal of the Meyer’s compilers 
was to list every place name in the German Empire (1871-1918). It gives the location, 
i.e. the state and other jurisdictions, where the civil registry office was and parishes if 
that town had them. 

https://www.meyersgaz.org/  
 
 
Tip: Kartenmeister is a helpful site to find the archaic or alternate spelling of place 
names in the Eastern States of Germany (now Poland) 
 
 All locations are EAST of the Oder and Neisse rivers and are based on the borders of 
the eastern provinces in Spring 1918. Included in this database are the following 
provinces: Eastprussia, including Memel, Westprussia, Brandenburg, Posen, 
Pomerania, and Silesia.  
 
 http://www.kartenmeister.com/preview/databaseuwe.asp 
 
 
 
Tip:  If children are baptized in a parish but you can’t find the marriage of the parents, 
it’s probably because the bride was from a different parish 
 
Most times the wedding took place in the bride’s parish 
 
 



Tip:  If you see a cross and an extra date in a baptism record, that is a notation for 
the death of that person in the same parish. 
 
You will need to go to the burial register to get all the available details. 
 
Tip:  Even though a child may be baptized with three or four given names, the 
child was commonly known by his/her rufname  
 
This Rufname is often underlined on official documents, as it is sometimes the second 
or third name in the sequence of given names on official record, even though it is the 
given name in daily use from childhood. 
 
 
Tip: If your ancestors were from Mecklenburg, be sure to look for them on the 
census records (available on Ancestry ) 
 
Mecklenburg Schwerin census records are available for years 1819, 1867, 1890 and 
1900 
although the records are not complete for the later years. 
 
 
Tip: If you have Mennonite ancestors in Ontario or Pennsylvania check out the 
following websites:   
 
Ezra Eby Revived!  Follow the link from the following:  
https://uwaterloo.ca/mennonite-archives-ontario/genealogical-
resources/databases 

Mennonite Archives of Ontario https://uwaterloo.ca/mennonite-archives-ontario/ 
MAID – Mennonite Archival Image Database https://archives.mhsc.ca/ 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Mennonite Vital Records, 1750-2014 (available on Ancestry) 
 
 
Tip: Be persistent and keep searching for any documents related to your ancestor, 
including all census records, church records and civil registrations.  
Sometimes you will find the birthplace in Germany on the death record of the child.( or 
the exact birthdate of the parent)  
 
 
Tip:  If your ancestor was from Alsace, the parish registers and the civil 
registrations are available online.  
 You click on rechercher and enter the town, agree to the terms, and voila:   
 



 
Upper Rhine http://www.archives.haut-rhin.fr/search/home 
Lower Rhine http://archives.bas-rhin.fr/ 
 
 
 
Tip: Do a DNA test and get your siblings and cousins to do one too 
 
Because you only get half your autosomal DNA from each parent, over time, the DNA 
from your sixth great grandparent could have dropped out of you.  This is why an 
autosomal DNA test is only accurate to five or six generations.  But the good news is 
that your siblings and cousins may have inherited different sections of DNA than you 
did.  While you may not be a match to your fifth cousin, your sibling might be.  This is 
why it is important to test all the relatives you know. (Buy them a kit as a gift)  
 
Tip: Never buy a DNA test unless it is on sale  
 
AncestryDNA has sales for father’s day, mother’s day, St Patricks day, Christmas etc.  
Also, if you buy a test kit from them, they will probably offer you 50% off of an Ancestry 
membership. 
 
Tip: Upload your results to multiple websites 
FamilyTreeDNA, My Heritage, gedmatch are a few of the website that allow up to 
upload your raw data.  This gives you more matches.  
 
Tip: Contact close matches or piggyback on their research or do their research for 
them 
 
If you are related and can find their ancestor for them, it will lead you to your ancestor 
who is likely a sibling or a cousin of their ancestor.  Remember you have a common 
ancestor with your DNA matches, you just need to research far enough back to find 
him/her. 
 
 
Tip: Ancestry is a great website and if you don’t want to pay for it most public 
libraries have it available for free 
 www.ancestry.ca 
 
During the webinar we looked at records in the:  

Eastern Prussian Provinces, Germany [Poland], Selected Civil Vitals, 1874-1945 

Germany Lutheran Baptisms, Marriages and Burials 1500-1971 
 
If you are doing a broader search, you can select only German records 
 



Tip: Make sure to check out the free website FamilySearch.  You need to register 
to be able to get access to all the records, but it is free. 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/  
 
Family Search is the biggest FREE genealogy website.  It is run by the Church of Latter 
Day Saints.  They have been digitizing millions of images from microfilms.  Many are 
available online and others can be seen at a Family History Centre or a Family Search 
affiliate library, usually found in a public library.  The films that haven’t yet been digitized 
can only be seen on site in Salt Lake City. 
On the Family Search website, there are several guides to German genealogy including 
common words, how to use Meyers Gazetteer , and other how to guides and links to 
other websites 
 
On the Family Search website, you can also search for a place name ( if for example 
you know the hometown of your ancestor).  They will tell you what kind of records they 
have for that town and time periods they cover.  

 

 

Thanks for attending the webinar.  If you have any question you can contact me at 
annegoeden.bcgs@gmail.com  

 

 

 


